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  Keyport Environmental Commission Minutes for April 25th, 
2022 – Conducted in Keyport’s Borough Hall 

Call to Order  
 Meeting called to order at 8:04pm by Chairperson Ken DeGroat. 

 
Sunshine Law was Read 
 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Roll Call 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  NAME STATUS TERM EXPIRES PRESENT ABSENT 

1 KEN DEGROAT (KD) COMMSSIONER, 
CHAIRPERSON 12/31/2024 X   

2 MIKE PALMISANO (MP) COMMISSIONER, VICE 
CHAIRPERSON 12/31/2024 X   

3 JOE SHERIDAN (JS) COMMISSIONER, 
SECRETARY 12/31/2023 X   

4 DON PACHECO (DP) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2022 X   
5 ROY JIMINEZ (RJ) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2022   X 
6 MATT TEVIS (MT) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2022 X   
7 JIM AUMACK (JA) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2023 X   

8 HEATHER BRADY-MILLER (HBM) COMMISSIONER,                       
2 YEAR ALTERNATE 12/31/2022   X 

9 DOUG WEIDER (DW) COMMISSIONER,                            
2 YEAR ALTERNATE 12/31/2022 X   

10 DELIA SOSA MCDERMOTT (DSM) KEYPORT BOROUGH 
COUNCIL LIAISON 12/31/2022 X  

11 MIKE LANE (ML) PUBLIC - X   
12 DENNIS FOTOPOULOS (DF) PUBLIC - X   
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Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
There was no Quorum at the meeting on March 28, 2022.  Minutes of the 
February 28, 2022 meeting; Motion to Accept by Matt Tevis (MT); Mike Palmisano 
(MP) 2nd; No comments/edits/revisions; Jim Aumack Abstained-All Others 
Approved. 
  

Keyport Unified Planning Board (KUPB) Updates: 
 
(MP):  

 Asked about the status of the Letter. 
 
(DP): 

 Yes, the KUPD knows about the Letter-action to be taken at the next 
scheduled KUPB meeting. 

 
(DSM): 

 Agreed the Letter is next to be heard at the KUPD, then possibly the DEP if 
deemed appropriate by the KUPB. 

 
(MP): 

 Asked if the KEC should talk to the KBC about the Letter. 
 
(DSM): 

 Stated the KEC can talk to the KBC during Open Session, or during her 
Reports by Committee agenda time. 

 
(MP): 

 Said that yes, we are the KEC, but we are also concerned Keyport Citizens 
that want this issue addressed now and not later. 

  



3 
 

Ken DeGroat (KD) offered the following ten (10) KUPB items for KEC discussion:  

  
1. Brown’s Point Marina (Mariner’s Village)  

(DP): 
 KUPB project is in progress. 

 
2. Mystic at Keyport (44 Beers St) 

(DP): 
 KUPB project is in progress. 

 
3. 25 E. Front Street (5 Story Apt. Bldg – 54 Units) 

(DP): 
 KUPB Tabled Discussion on Project until May.  

 

4. 31 W. Front St (restaurant and 9 residential units) 

(DP): 
 KUPB project is in progress. 

 

5. 333 1st Street 

(DP): 
 No new update. 

 

6. Hudson Pointe (Henry Hudson Trail drainage ditches) 
(DP): 

 KUPB project is in progress. 
 
(DSM): 

 The County is aware of the issues. 
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7. Port 149 Bulkhead Damage 
(DP): 

 KUPB project is in progress. 
 
(DSM): 

 $450k has been approved and allotted to Keyport towards the work on the 
bulkhead – KBC is looking for more monies as $1.6 million is the estimated 
cost to fix the bulkhead.  

 

8. Aeromarine/Landfill Bayfront Erosion Issues: 

(DP): 
 No new update. 

 

9. 317 Beers St (wetland infringement issue): 
(DP): 

 No new update. 
 

10. Beach Park Outfall Pipe: 

(DP): 
 No new update. 
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New Business:   
(DSM): 

 The Borough of Keyport is asking the KEC to assist in improving beach 
stabilization by adding beach grass per the following proposed plan.  The 
KBC will provide snow fencing and signage as necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 
(MT): 

 November is the month to plant beach grass, and there is a drainage pipe 
issue that currently directs the water right through the proposed site. 

(MP): 
 The KBC can direct the fence to be installed, and fabric within the fence to 

keep the sand from departing. 

 
Plan of Keyport Benjamin Terry/Veterans Park Proposed Dune Realignment courtesy of D.S. McDermott, 4/25/2022. 
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(KD): 
 The KBC directs the fencing to be installed and adjusts the drainage to run 

straight down to the beach from Benjamin Terry Park, and the KEC will 
plant this November.  The request by DSM is reasonable. 

 
(MP): 

 On April 2nd, 40-50 donated Bayberry (Myrica Pensylvanica) and Beach Plum 
(Prunus Maritiama) bushes, grown by the New Jersey State Forest Nursery,  
were planted around the Cedar Street Park Dune.  Both are indigenous 
shrubs that thrive in a beach environment and produce root systems that will 
help fortify the dune, further protecting homeowners from storm surges, and 
also help bees pollinate.  Photographs of the planting are as follows: 
 

   

 
Photos of Bayberry and Beach Plum shrub planting courtesy of J. Sheridan, taken on Saturday, 4/02/2022. 
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(MT): 
 Regarding additional plantings the Cedar Street Park Dune, MT said that he 

is waiting for the check for the PO for the purchase of more mature plants – 
Keyport needs to issue the check so that the plants can be released. 

(DSM): 
 Understands the PO needs to be signed. 

 (KD): 
 The gallon-container sized plants should be planted by the next meeting. 

 (MT): 
 The plants need to be planted sooner than the May 23rd meeting. 

 (KD): 
 Recommended Sunday, May 15th, at 10:00am, at the Cedar Street Park 

Dune. 

 (MP): 
 Requested that a reminder e-mail be sent out to the KEC. 

 (KD): 
 Will send out a reminder e-mail for the May 15th planting. 

Clean Ocean Action (COA) Beach Sweep:   
(MP): 

 The Spring Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweep, performed on Saturday, April 
9th, was a success, drawing 44 Volunteers, collecting 320 lbs of refuse.  There 
was less garbage collected due to the recent February 27th Save Coastal 
Wildlife beach cleanup.  Ms. Lisa Wallin and her Keyport High School 
students provided great assistance.  No unusual items found other than a 
slow-down buoy.  The complete statistics of the Beach Cleanup are attached.  

(DSM): 
 Said that Keyport High School is willing to assist with plantings in November 

and should be considered a good source for Volunteers.  
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(MT): 
 Stated they could definitely use the help with Asiatic Sedge removal! 

 
Street Sweepings:   
(JS):   

 Having seen the Keyport Streetsweeper recently in action, asked the 
question about how the street sweepings are being disposed of. 

 (DSM): 
 Will ask about the Keyport streetsweeper sweepings disposal process and 

report back at the next KEC meeting. 

  

Henry Hudson Trail:   
(JS):   

 Opined that the H.H. Trail can use many more wild flowers planted in order 
to help the bees with pollination and to add to the viewing pleasure of H.H. 
Trail users. 

(DSM):   
 Stated that we can do an outreach. 

(MT):   
 Perhaps we can pick one spot and just work on it. 

(DSM):   
 Offered that we can partner with Monmouth County to help with adding 

flowers and pollinator shrubs. 

(MP):   
 Said that there was a stretch of the H.H. Trail from Green Grove Avenue to 

Atlantic Street where some trees are in bad shape and need to be 
addressed. 
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 We can also ask Monmouth County if we can adopt sections of the H.H. 
Trail. 

(MT):   
 The Department of Environmental Protection is helping bees by disallowing 

certain pesticides. 

(KD):   
 Said that more information is needed for our residents to make informed 

decisions about fertilizer and pesticides. 
 

Speed Limit Signage:   
(KD):   

 Asked if there is there a signage status? 

(DSM):   
 In progress – there is a meeting on Wednesday, April 27th, from 5:00pm – 

7:00pm, at Keyport Borough Hall Council Chambers, regarding the 
Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Program. 

Tree Seedling Giveaway:   
(KD):   

 Asked if there is there a tree seedling giveaway status? 

(MP):   
 The Forest Service ended their giveaway by this time of the year.  We need 

to address our desire to participate in the December time of the year for 
participation in the following year’s program. 

 The Hazlet Environmental Commission recently gave away up to five (5) 
plants to their residents. 

 Additionally, the sooner an entity makes an order, the better selection of 
plants are available. 
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 (DSM): 
 We should plan to order seedlings this November for inclusion into 2023’s 

program. 

 

Open to the Public   
9:03pm:  KD opened the meeting to the Public. 
 
Dennis Fotopoulos (DF): 

 Offered the Port 149 Bulkhead Project would cost $1.5 million, and that 
does not include raising the level of the Fireman’s Park parking lot.  

 The estimated project cost to fix the bulkhead and raise Fireman’s Park 
parking lot is $3.5 million. 

 There still needs to be more cooperation on the Port 149 Bulkhead Fix 
Project. 

 There is a Streetsweeper working the roads of Keyport. 
 The KEC can perform a possible “Demonstration Project” to plant flowers 

on the H.H. Trail. 
 Asked about the format of the TAP Meeting being held on Wednesday, 

April 27th meeting. 

(DSM):   
 Unsure of the format. 

Mike Lane (ML):  
 Spoke of the Pump Out Boat. 

 (KD):   
 Asked M. Lane to send him an e-mail regarding the pump-out boat stats 

and request for monies. 

(MP):   
 Queried what department of the County covers the Pump Out Boat? 
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  (ML):   
 Answered Susan Keiley, County Commissioner 

(DSM):   
 At the last KBC meeting, a unified letter by resolution regarding the Pump 

Out Boat was performed. 

(ML):   
 Provided the following e-mail regarding the Pump Out Boat: 

 Regarding the Pump Out Boat:  Attached are some pictures of the pump-out 
boat, which is located at the marina across from Raritan Cove, formerly 
Pedersen's Marina. This boat has a clean painted bottom and appears ready 
for launching. Funding is needed to pay winter storage and spring prep 
costs, and for summer operating expenses. 
 

 Wade gave me  input on its previous operation. He indicated that the boat 
serviced the vessels in the Keyport Harbor mooring field as well as those tied 
up in the five  marinas along Matawan Creek  (Wagner's, Keyport Marine 
Basin, Browns Point Marina, Blue Rock, and Petersens ). Patrons needed to 
call a request a pump out. It was not necessary for the vessel owner to be 
on the vessel during the pump out process. The pump-out boat  also  served 
vessels in the area of Perth Amboy. The operators of the pump-out boat 
were flexible in terms of hours and days. I was told the operators of the 
pump-out boat were paid $20/hour. Boat owners were not charged for the 
service. 
 

  



12 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Photos of pump out boat courtesy of M. Lane, provided on 4/26/2022. 
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(ML):   
 M. Lane was kind enough to provide the following summaries of his 

concerns:  
 
Inputs for KEC Mtg. 4/25/22  

Pump Out Boat 

 Ready for launch with clean and painted bottom 
 Held by marina pending payment for storage and prep 
 KYC providing mooring  
 Funding needed from County 
 South end of Raritan Bay contains 2 Yacht Clubs, 5   marinas and over 

400 vessels needing this service 

 

PSIP Public Meeting Wed 4/27/22 from 5 to 7 PM 

 Need traffic calming with 25 MPH signage and 4-way stops at 1st and 
Atlantic and at 1st and Broad. 

 Well delineated crosswalks needed on First, on Broad, on W Front, and on 
Broadway. 

 County will implement “no passing” the entire length of First St. 

Mystic at Keyport On KUPB agenda for this Thursday. 

Revised drawings delineate 8 ft. garage floor elevation and ground elevation 
increase of a foot.  

 New survey still fails to identify site as in a Coastal A Zone 
 No revised architectural drawings meeting VE Zone criteria for building on 

piles with breakaway walls, etc. and certified by a qualified architect. 
 Requirement that deeds advise buyers of flood risk and approved by 

KUPB attorney not in file 
 Monmouth County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan Item 24-12 

aligns with Borough Strategic Recovery Planning Report recommendation 
to acquire this flood prone site for Open Space. 

Mariner’s Village, Browns Point Marina – On KUPB agenda for this Thursday. 
Roger Miller’s status report identifies the dirt pile at end of Washington St as 
‘historic fill’ to be used on the apartment lot by EOY.  
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 Contaminated fill at the north end of Washington Street still needs to be 
addressed. Fences are required to keep humans out of contaminated 
areas. No delineation of fence location, height and type have been 
provided. 

 Proposing valet parking using driveway area to provide 44 additional 
parking spaces. No restricted access to valet parking area, early arrivals 
can be blocked in by valet parked cars. Unidentified is surge duration wait 
time resulting from a weather event, shelter, number of cars to be moved 
to clear exit path, and liability issues with unrestricted parking area. 
Obvious alternatives for impatient drivers are neighborhood parking.  

 

KUPB Hearings 

25 E Front – Revised pump station plan pushes water through a 10-inch forced 
main to Broad Street stormwater pipe. Questions on Broad St stormwater 
infrastructure capacity and abandonment of First St  pump station and its 
stormwater pipe. Issue with expanded bldg. foundation disturbing ancient brick 
channel in the recorded easement for Division St stormwater pipe.  Will 
construction on piles be required in this former marsh area. Application will 
continue in May. 

Nuisance Flooding 
 
Division and East Front Basin Flooding – The Beach Park Outfall Pipe problem 
with the significantly restricted outfall pipe capacity continues.  At the 4/17 KBC 
meeting, Boro Admin reported there are no plans to deal with this design 
deficiency in 2022, and it is not a 2022 budget item. 
 
Third St Flooding – Drainage-ditch/floodway along HHT between Atlantic and 
Manchester flows to the pipe under the HHT just east of Manchester Street. The 
HHT floodway is not maintained between this pipe under the HHT and Fulton 
Street. Hudson Pointe is now approved to discharge their stormwater into the 
area of this pipe under the HHT which will further intensify the flooding issue. 

Water and Air Pollution 
 
AeroMarine Landfill – No update on efforts to end the pollution of the Keyport 
Harbor due to toxins leaking from the landfill site at Aeromarine.  

Erosion Clogging Waterways 
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Aeromarine Site – No update on efforts to eliminate the continuing erosion that is 
silting in the adjacent bay and creek.  It is also exposing landfill trash.  
 
Port 149 Bulkhead – No update on plans to fix the collapsing bulkhead. A 7/31/21 
Notice to the Boro Clerk, KEC and KUPB of an application for Coastal General 
Permit #10 Permit-by Certification was received by the Boro Clerk. This permit is 
only applicable for a bulkhead UPLAND OF THE MHWL. Detailed bulkhead 
plans covering a “return” along the Borough Lot 22 property line is needed. A 
return is required from the east end of their bulkhead to a point along W Front 
Street. The Port 149 bulkhead application raises the issue of where the park 
property line is located. Property tax refund needs resolution.  
 
 
Approved Projects 

333 First Street – Framing is complete on some of the units. 

Raritan Cove –Retaining wall installed along abutting property line to the west. 
Piles being installed. 

31 West Front St – Application for mixed-use for 2 restaurant levels and 9 
residential units approved by KUPB. Condition of approval was delineation of 
flood zone boundaries (VE, LIMWA, and AE) in this SFHA. Need a report from a 
certified Flood Plain Manager. CAFA permit is required. 
 
317 Beers - continuing wetland infringement in violation of 8/25/2005 NJDEP 
FILL Permit. Not an enforcement action by the Borough. 
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(DF):   
 Provided the following clarification e-mail on 4/26/2022: 

Ken et al –  
 
After last night’s meeting I reached out to the Administrator to clarify the 
capital plan for Fireman’s Park bulkhead and parking lot because the 
budget was a bit confusing. He confirmed that he had the same info as I did 
and that cost included the WHOLE bulkhead, hence the reduced estimate. 
 
The total capital cost for the bulkhead improvements is estimated at 
$1.085m (2022 minus the Federal Grant of $480k) and the parking lot is 
estimated at $720k for a total of $1.805m. 
 
The administration intends to coordinate with the owners of Port 149 vis-à-
vis the timeline for the construction. The earmark from Frank Pallone’s 
efforts lands at $480k and goes a long way to help with the cost for sure. 
 
Hope my math is right LOL!! 
Dennis 

Public Portion - Closed 9:55pm 
 
(JS):   

 Posted that Osprey Nests were erected on April 9th (Cliffwood Beach-within 
sight of Fireman’s Park) and April 16th (Union Beach), by Save Coastal 
Wildlife. 
 

  

Meeting Adjourned 9:56pm: Motion to Adjourn by J. Sheridan; M. Tevis 2nd; 
Unanimous Approval.    

Next meeting will be on Monday, May 23rd, 2022, at 8:00pm, at Keyport Borough 
Hall Council Chamber. 

Minutes submitted by Joe Sheridan. 
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