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Keyport Environmental Commission Minutes for October 24, 
2022 – Conducted in Keyport’s Borough Hall 

Call to Order  
 Meeting called to order at 8:10pm by Chairperson Ken DeGroat. 

 
Sunshine Law was Read 
 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Roll Call 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  NAME STATUS TERM EXPIRES PRESENT ABSENT 

1 KEN DEGROAT (KD) COMMSSIONER, 
CHAIRPERSON 12/31/2024 X   

2 MIKE PALMISANO (MP) COMMISSIONER, VICE 
CHAIRPERSON 12/31/2024 X   

3 JOE SHERIDAN (JS) COMMISSIONER, 
SECRETARY 12/31/2023 X  

4 DON PACHECO (DP) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2022 X  

5 ROY JIMINEZ (RJ) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2022  X 
6 MATT TEVIS (MT) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2022  X  
7 JIM AUMACK (JA) COMMISSIONER 12/31/2023 X  

8 HEATHER BRADY-MILLER (HBM) COMMISSIONER,                       
2 YEAR ALTERNATE 12/31/2022  X 

9 DOUG WEIDER (DW) COMMISSIONER,                            
2 YEAR ALTERNATE 12/31/2022  X  

10 DELIA SOSA MCDERMOTT (DSM) KEYPORT BOROUGH 
COUNCIL LIAISON 12/31/2022 X  

11 DR. JUN CHENG KEAN UNIVERSITY 
ASST. PROFESSOR  - X  

12 DENNIS KAVANAUGH CLAM PROPOSAL - X   
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Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
Minutes of the September 26th, 2022, meeting; Motion to Accept by Ken DeGroat 
(KD); Mike Palmisano (MP) 2nd; No comments/edits/revisions; JA, DP, and JS 
Abstained due to absence at the 9/26/2022 KEC Meeting. 
  

Keyport Unified Planning Board (KUPB) Updates: 
(DP): 

There will be several environmental issues including flooding, sewage 
piping, water run-off to be heard at the Thursday, October 27th KUPB 
Meeting. There will also be a Special Meeting on November 3rd with an 
agenda to discuss four (4) Projects. The KUPB has accepted the KEC as an 
Advisory Board influence. 

(KD): 
 Hopes that the KUPB does understand that the KEC is an Advisory Board. 

 

1. Brown’s Point Marina (Mariner’s Village)  
(DP): 

 KUPB project is in progress.   

 
2. Mystic at Keyport (44 Beers St) 

(DP): 
 KUPB project is in progress. 

 
3. 25 E. Front Street (5 Story Apt. Bldg – 54 Units) 

(DP): 
 No further discussion. 

 

4. 31 W. Front St (restaurant and 9 residential units) 

(DP): 
 KUPB project is in progress.  
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5. 333 1st Street 

(DP): 
 No new update. 

 

6. Hudson Pointe (Henry Hudson Trail drainage ditches) 
(DP): 

 KUPB project is in progress. 
 

 
 

7. Port 149 Bulkhead Damage 
(DP): 

 KUPB project is in progress. 
(DSM): 

 Developer will cooperate with Keyport on the bulkheads. 
(KD): 

 There is an issue with the size and location of the returns. 
(JA): 

 Concerned that the bulkhead will get fixed with the elevation of Fireman’s 
Parking Lot not getting addressed. The elevation should be at least 3’ 
higher.  

(DSM): 
 Keyport has received a $450k grant with help from Congressman Pallone.  

The raising of the elevation of Fireman’s Parking Lot is still under discussion. 
The elevation cannot be raised until a new funding source has been 
identified due to the significant costs associated with raising the entire 
parking lot’s elevation. 

(DP): 
 There is discussion on setbacks and returns, and the way the water will act 

upon these returns. 
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8. Aeromarine/Landfill Bayfront Erosion Issues: 
(DP): 

 No new update.   
 

9. 317 Beers St (wetland infringement issue): 
(DP): 

 No new update. 
 

10. Beach Park Outfall Pipe: 

(DP): 
 No new update. 

 
New Business:  
 

Clean Ocean Action (COA) Beach Sweep:  
(MP): 
The Fall Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweep was held on Saturday, October 22nd, at 
Cedar Street Park Beach. The event was excellently attended by 53 Volunteers 
with the Beach Captains being Mike Palmisano, Lynne Kosobucki, and Alicia 
Somma.  A copy of the Master Data Card, summarizing the items picked up, has 
been attached to these Minutes. 
 
(KD): 
What was the strangest item found? 
 
(MP): 
There was nothing actually found falling under the category of “Strange”, but over 
1,000 pounds of debris was removed from Keyport’s beaches. 
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Reappointments:  
(KD): 
Reminded members whose terms expire this 12/31/2022 and wish to be 
considered for re-appointment, must fill out a Volunteer/Citizen Leadership form. 
KD will send an email to any of the members who are up for reappointment 
reminding them they need to fill the form out.  

 
Cedar Street Dune Project:  
(KD): 
Weeding/Planting of 1,000 beach grass plants is scheduled for Saturday 
November 5th at 10am.  Rain Date is Sunday, November 6th at 10:00am. Beach 
Grass planting instructions are attached to these Minutes. 
 

Open to the Public   
8:31pm:  KD opened the meeting to the Public. 
 
Dr. Jun Cheng – Kean Asst. Professor:  

 Participated in the recent COA Beach Sweep and would like his students to 
provide outreach with the planting of beachgrass at the Cedar Street Park 
Dune. 

 
(MP): 

 Dr. Jun Cheng is interested in the geology, but his Chair would like to know 
more about the sustainable aspect of the Keyport Re-Purposed Evergreen 
Tree Program. 

 Dr. Jun Cheng is also interested in the chemistry of the Bay water – would 
like to form a team to work with the KEC on this subject. 

 
(JS): 

 ACTION ITEM to include Dr. Jun Cheng on distribution list for Minutes and 
KEC information. 
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Mr. Dennis Cavanaugh (DC) introduced. 
 Commercial Crab Fisherman-had to acquire a pontoon boat to empty his 

pots.  He is now looking into the economic feasibility of farming hard clams. 
He is looking at potential clam farms in Keyport and perhaps Earle Naval 
Base. 
 

(KD): 
 What would you like from the KEC? 

 
(DC): 

 Looking for a working model. 
 

(DP): 
 What would you like from the KEC? 

 
(DC): 

 Would like a Letter of Recommendation from the KEC for this venture. 
 

(JA): 
 What is your next step? 

 
(DC): 

 If he had a working model, he would be better able to count the clams and 
estimate the amount of water being cleaned by the clams, while also 
generating jobs and money harvesting clams over an estimated 2 
acres…first at Earle and then at Keyport. 
 

(MP): 
 Have you spoken to Earle Naval Base? 

 
(DC): 

 Not yet, but he has a working relationship with them. 
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(KD): 
 Please report back to the KEC after your discussion with Earle Naval Base. 

Also, please provide the KEC with a sample Letter of Recommendation. 
 

(DC): 
 Will do. 

 
Public Portion - Closed 8:49pm:  KD closed the meeting to the Public. 

 
(MP): 

 Mike Lane had one concern-Three-way stop signs for First and Broad and 
Atlantic and First Street were turned down by the County. 
 

(DSM): 
 ACTION ITEM to follow up with the County for feedback as to why the stop 

signs were denied. 
 

(KD): 
 Crosswalks? 

 
(DSM): 

 No update – they are being handled differently. 
 
  

Meeting Adjourned 8:54pm: Motion to Adjourn by JES; JA 2nd; Unanimous 
Approval.    

 

Next meeting (LAST meeting of 2022) will be held on Monday, November 28th, 
2022, at 8:00pm, at Keyport Borough Hall Council Chamber. 

 

Minutes submitted by Joe Sheridan. 
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