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Minutes of the Work Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council, Borough of Keyport, 
held on the above date in the Borough Hall Council Chambers, Keyport, NJ, pursuant to 
the adoption of the Annual Notice on file with the Borough Clerk forwarded to the 
Asbury Park Press, the Independent, Two River Times and Newark Star Ledger and 
posted on the Bulletin Board in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, P.L. 
1975, Ch. 231. 
 
Mayor Aumack called the meeting to order at 7:16PM and Borough Clerk Heilweil read 
the Sunshine Law Notice.  
 
ROLL CALL 
On Roll Call the following were present: Councilmembers Tomczak, Lamberson, 
Chamberlain, Howe, and McPeek. Others present: Mayor Aumack, Borough 
Administrator Stephen Gallo and Borough Attorney Andy Provence.  Councilman 
Sheridan was absent. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
(All resolutions listed hereunder are considered to be routine in nature and will be 
enacted in one motion. Any person may request that an item be removed for separate 
consideration.) 
 
Clerk Heilweil reads the items on the Consent Agenda 
 
R315-14 Granting a Taxicab Driver’s License to Keyport Yellow Taxi – Jose I. Quezada- 
     Diaz 
R316-14 Authorizing the Purchase of Fire Department Equipment Under State Contract 
R317-14 Declaring Surplus Property 
R318-14 Appointing Borough Physician 
R319-14 Adopting Revisions to the Employee Handbook and Supervisor’s Manual of       
     the Borough of Keyport 
R320-14 Appointment of Temporary Part-Time Clerical Worker – Sharon Anne Jaeger 
R321-14 Governing Body Certification of the Annual Audit 
R322-14 Payment of Bills 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION 
The Meeting is opened to the public for comments or questions on items listed on the 
agenda at 7:21PM, moved by McPeek, carried by Tomczak 
 
Elmer Graham, 22 St. Peter’s Place – asked for explanations of several resolutions on 
the Consent Agenda. 
 
Joe Ruth, on behalf of the PBA, Local 223 – passed out a letter to those on the dais 
regarding a political email that accused the Police Department of grandstanding at the 
October 21st meeting.  He also questioned why the current open Sergeant position has 
not been filled.  In addition, he requested that Police Commissioner Tomczak step down 
as Police Commissioner. 
 
Councilwoman Tomczak – stated she was sorry that police officers were injured 
Friday evening.  She spoke of the Chief’s requests for his department.  She agrees it 
was incorrect to move the Court without Police Department input.  She stated she was 
going to bring up the Police Department Ordinance this evening with the idea of creating 
another Sergeant position.  She agreed that the Police Department brought in more 
revenue when there was a larger staff. 
 
Councilwoman Lamberson – explained that Council met to discuss several scenarios 
for promotions but needed financial information first. 
 
Councilwoman Tomczak – planned to offer an introduction to restructure the Police 
Department by adding another Sergeant position and restoring the Detective Sergeant 
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position. 
 
Councilman Chamberlain – agreed that those Police Department positions are being 
looked at but there are financial implications. 
 
Councilwoman Tomczak – stated part of the ongoing discussion was how to maintain 
and increase police levels and be able to afford it. 
 
Councilman McPeek – feels this Council is more proactive than the last. 
 
Mayor Aumack – stated this will be discussed in Closed Session this evening. 
 
George Walling, 54 Second Street – stated he had a copy of a political email to the 
Democratic Party which he says he received on his windshield. 
 
Councilwoman Tomczak – stated that is not something for this Council. 
 
Michael Lane, 51 First Street – asked for the following items to be addressed under 
Unfinished Business: 

 stated 100% of property owners have not been notified by Realty Appraisals in 
order to have an opportunity for an informal hearing 

 has the Tax Assessor been informing Council on bi-weekly checks 

 mentioned Lt. Gallo’s suspension with pay and pointed out Chief Casaletto 
makes less than $2,000 more than the Lieutenant 

 
Michael Lane – spoke of incidents where he feels Lt. Gallo behaved improperly. 
 
Attorney Provence – this person has not been Rice noticed and this Council will not be 
addressing your comments.  Regarding the filing of a complaint against the Chief, that is 
an Internal Affairs issue that is not for this Public Discussion. 
 
Mike Lane – also requested that we have a new Police Commissioner. 
 
Councilwoman Tomczak – stated you will have a new one as of January 1st. 
 
Bob Ludwig, 50 Beers Street – feels the floating dock should be closed off. 
 
Fire Chief Ely – stated the floating dock was removed today. 
 
There being no further questions or comments, the Meeting is closed to the Public at 
8:09PM, moved by Tomczak, carried by McPeek with ayes by all present 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTIONS 
Motion on the Consent Agenda moved by Howe, carried by Lamberson 
 
Roll Call:  Ayes: Tomczak, Lamberson, Chamberlain, Howe, McPeek 
                Nays: 
                Abstain: 
                Absent:  Sheridan 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
1. Application for use of Waterfront Park for the purpose of  wedding photography 

for Jacqueline Siciliano/Shaun Guden on Saturday November 15, 2014 at 5PM 

 

Motion to approve moved by Howe, carried by Tomczak with ayes by all present 

 

2. Application for membership in Keyport Hook & Ladder Company (subject to State 

approval) of Jeremy E. Gonzalez and notification that Hook & Ladder Company 

accepted the resignation of Glenn Leonard at its October 2, 2014 meeting 
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Motion to approve moved by McPeek, carried by Howe with ayes by all present 

 

3. Request from Keyport Public School to advertise in Keyport High School’s 

Yearbook 

 

Motion to place a full-page advertisement and refer to Administration moved by Howe, 

carried by Tomczak with ayes by all present 

 

4. Letter from Sustainable Jersey informing the Borough of its achieving 

Sustainable Jersey Bronze certification 

 

Motion to receive and file moved by McPeek, carried by Howe with ayes by all present 

 

5. Letter from Raritan Post 23 – American Legion request to hold a Memorial Day 

Parade on Sunday May 24, 2015. Further requesting the Borough contribute a 

budget of $3550 to support bands, flowers, social affairs permit and post-parade 

festivities 

 

Rose Lloyd of the American Legion came forward to discuss the parade.  She feels we 

need to celebrate Americanism in this town. 

 

Motion to approve date, location, road closure and $400 for flowers moved by Tomczak, 

carried by Howe with ayes by all present 

 

6. Letter from Freehold Township expressing desire to renew Shared Services 

Agreement for Licensed Operational Services for Keyport Water-Sewer Utilities 

 

Motion to list a resolution on next meeting agenda authorizing Administrator to negotiate 

a 1% increase as opposed to a 2% increase moved by Howe, carried by McPeek with 

ayes by all present 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Reimbursement for Abatement of Hazardous Release Ordinance 

 

The Borough would like to be reimbursed for disposable equipment loss materials used 

but not for manpower as the Borough would like to remain a free service provider. 

 

Councilwoman Lamberson – mentioned the crossing guards have not received a 

raise in several years. 

 

Chief Casaletto – stated they did receive a 1.75% raise last year, but on about $10.00 

an hour, it’s not a lot. 

 

Councilwoman Tomczak – regarding Ordinance 3-3.4 Police Department Structure. 

Stated we will talk about in Closed Session for introduction at the next meeting. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. Letter from Commercial Utility Consultants Inc. 

 

Attorney Provence – explained were we are regarding CUC and the Energy 

Aggregation Program.  He is satisfied that CUC is prepared to move forward and 

suggested having them come to the next meeting. 

 

Councilman Howe – asked where the Borough is in the return of the Court. 

 

ATTORNEY'S REPORT 
Attorney has a number of Closed Session items 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
The Administrator reported on the following: 

 conducted a number of meetings with Borough employees 

 provided a written report to Council 

 spoke of items he will be working on, such as FEMA claims and long-term 
rehabilitation 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PORTION 
The Meeting is opened to the public for comments or questions at 9:03PM moved by 
McPeek, carried by Lamberson with ayes by all present 
 
Mayor Aumack – congratulated Councilman Chamberlain, as well as Councilman 
Sheridan who was not present, and Isaiah Cooper, who will join Council January 1st. 
 
Ed Burlew, 59 W. Front Street – says they get a lot of things done in Bayonne so he 
looks forward to hearing from this Borough Administrator.  He spoke of the difference 
between the Police Chief‘s salary and the Lieutenant’s salary. 
 
Attorney Provence – we are working toward a resolution regarding Lieutenant Gallo’s 
standing. 
 
Ed Burlew – stated the Police Chief returned from vacation when he heard two of his 
officers were hurt.  He feels that shows the Chief’s dedication.  He spoke of the poor 
road conditions at Cass Street and Jackson. 
 
Paul McCaffrey – stated he expects a member of Council to recuse themselves when a 
friend is being promoted. 
 
Mike Lane, 51 First Street – mentioned the dedication of the Chief when Mr. Lane had 
gunshots go through his front window.  He mentioned Bob Burlew had been named 
Flood Plain Manager of the Year and would like to hear a project plan on grant 
generation.  He complained about the short time to schedule a meeting with Realty 
Appraisal after having received a notice.   
 
Ed Burlew – asked if anyone has looked into selling the water plant.  He would like to 
stop pouring money into our water plant. 
 
George Walling, 54 2nd Street – asked new Borough Administrator’s salary; $100,000.  
Also asked about tasers for the Police Department. 
 
Elmer Graham, Jr., 22 St. Peter’s Place – asked where the audit can be found on the 
Borough website.  Spoke words of encouragement to the new Borough Administrator. 
 
Bob Ludwig – suggested residents listen to Attorney Litwin’s detailed explanation of 
the Gallo incident rather than continuing to bring it up over and over again. 
 
There being no further questions or comments the Meeting was closed to the Public at 
9:34PM moved by Chamberlain, carried by Tomczak with ayes by all present 
 
Motion at 9:35PM to go into Closed Session after a brief recess moved by Chamberlain, 
carried by McPeek with ayes by all present 
  

CLOSED SESSION 
 

RESOLUTION No. 323-14 
 
 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, P.L. 1975, Chapter 231, permits the 
exclusion of the public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
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 WHEREAS, Mayor and Council of the Borough of Keyport are of the opinion that 
such circumstances presently exist; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body wishes to discuss: 
 

 Personnel 

 Litigation 

 Contract Negotiations 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body that a meeting of 
the Mayor and Council shall be held forthwith from which the public shall be excluded in 
the Council Chambers, Borough Hall, for the purpose of discussing the above-mentioned 
items. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that discussions on Personnel, Litigation and 

Contract Negotiations be conducted at said Closed Session shall be disclosed when the 
matters discussed are resolved and this meeting shall continue in approximately 20 
minutes. 

 
Offered for adoption by: Chamberlain 
                         Second:  McPeek 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Tomczak, Lamberson, Chamberlain, Howe, McPeek 
     Nays: 
     Absent:  Sheridan  
        Abstain: 
 

Motion made and carried at 11:06PM to reconvene to Open Session with ayes by all 
present 
 

Motion to authorize Attorney to proceed with negotiations to settle Gallo case moved by 
McPeek, carried by Tomczak 
 
Roll Call:  Ayes: Tomczak, Lamberson, Chamberlain, Howe, McPeek 
                Nays:  
                Abstain: 
                Absent:  Sheridan 
 

R324-14 Authorizing Promotion of Officer Shannon Torres to the Position of Police 

Sergeant  

 

RESOLUTION #324-14 
 

AUTHORIZING PROMOTION OF DETECTIVE SHANNON TORRES 
TO THE POSITION OF POLICE SERGEANT 

 
WHEREAS, due to the retirement of a former member of the Keyport Police 

Department, the Borough of Keyport had a vacancy at the rank of Police Sergeant; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough had several members of the Keyport Police Department 

apply for the vacant position of Police Sergeant, all of whom took the Promotional 
Examination as required by the Civil Service Commission; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Police Committee interviewed the candidates and have advised 

the Mayor and Council that they have deliberated and carefully considered various 
relevant factors and criteria for the appointment of Police Sergeant, including, amongst 
other things, the performance of the candidates as police officers and their respective 
scores on the Civil Service Promotional Examination; and 
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that Detective Shannon 
Torres possesses the knowledge, experience, skills and other qualifications necessary to 
serve as Police Sergeant, and further that it is in the best interests of the Borough of 
Keyport to appoint Detective Torres to the position of Police Sergeant.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Keyport as follows: 
 

1. Shannon Torres is promoted to and appointed as Sergeant of the Borough 
of Keyport Police Department at an annual salary of One Hundred Five 
Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Seven Dollars ($105,857), in accordance 
with the collective bargaining agreement between the Borough of Keyport 
and the New Jersey State Policeman’s Benevolent Association, Keyport 
Local No.223. 

 
2. Copies of the within Resolution shall be forwarded to Sergeant Torres, the 

Municipal Finance Officer and the Borough Clerk, who shall retain a copy 
for public inspection. 

 
OFFERED Howe 
SECONDED: Lamberson  
AYES:  Lamberson, Chamberlain, Howe 
NAYS:    
ABSENT:  Sheridan 
ABSTAIN: Tomczak, McPeek 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to Adjourn at 11:11PM moved by Chamberlain and carried with ayes by all 
present                                                                               


